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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1971  and  1972. 


1971 

1972 

Area  of  district  in  Acres 

4,694 

4,694 

Population  at  Census  1961 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year)'  for  Birth  Rate 

40,822 

40,822 

and  Death  Rate 

47,640 

48,670 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  estimated  ‘ ' 

17,438 

18,000 

No.  of  persons  per  house 

2.  73 

2.  70 

Rateable  value 

£2,445,177 

£2,578,338 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£23,570 

£24,500 

No.  of  Marriages 

459 

470 

No.  of  Live  Births 

918 

936 

No.  of  Still  Births 

7 

9 

Birth  Rate(Live)  (Corrected) 

19.3 

19.2 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (Live)' 

16.0 

14.8 

No.  of  illegitimate  Births 

68 

60 

No.  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

14 

19 

of  these  there  were  illegitimate 

2 

1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 

14.0 

20.0 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales 

17.0 

17.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

.17 

0.24 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

NIL 

NIL 

Nuqiber  of  deaths 

508 

549 

Death  Rate  (Corrected) 

10.2 

11.6 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.6 

12.1 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  .of  Tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

Mumber  of  Deaths  from  Cancer 

119 

67 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Influenza 

NIL 

2 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Measles 

NIL 

NIL 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

NIL 

NIL 

Year 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 

Deaths  Increase 

1963 

781 

532 

249 

1964 

834 

532 

302 

1965 

816 

458 

358 

1966 

842 

531 

311 

1967 

922 

501 

421 

1968 

878 

520 

358 

1969 

938 

560 

378 

1970 

885 

551 

334 

1971 

918 

508 

410 

1972 

936 

549 

387 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 

5-9,  Church  Street, 
Kidderminster. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman, 

Kidderminster  has  a healthy  population  with  strong  healthy 
beautiful  children. 

In  every  way  the  Health  Department  has  worked  to  make  the  borough 
healthy. 

Sometimes  the  attempts  have  been  frustrated  either  by  lack  of  finance 
or  sometimes  because  we  have  not  been  able  to  show  clearly  enough  the 
importance  of  the  health  measures  proposed. 

At  this  time  it  seems  appropriate  to  look  back  a quarter  of  a 
Century  to  compare  some  of  the  health  factors  of  1947  with  those  of 
1972.  The  following  pages  do  this  clearly. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  friendliness  and  support  throughout  so  many  years  and  also  the 
whole  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  patient  and  loyal  support 
in  the  daily  tasks  we  have  had  to  perform. 


COLIN  STARKIE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Health  Visitors 
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1947 

We  had  2 health  Visitors  and  1 school  Nurse. 

No  geriatric  Health  Visitors 
1972 

We  have  7 Health  Visitors,  2 Geriatric  Health  Visitors,  2 school  Nurses. 

District  Nurses  were  organised  by  a Voluntry  Association  in  1947  - now 
part  of  health  service. 

Home  Helps  commenced  under  Public  Health  Department  1947.  Now  under 
Social  Services  Department. 


Hospitals  in  1947 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - a Voluntry  Hospital 
Blakebrook  County  Hospital  - Under  County  Council. 

Haley  Green  Isolation  Hospital  - Under  a Joint  Board. 

There  was  a Hostel  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  organised  by  the  Diocese  - at 
Green  Hill  - now  no  longer  open. 

The  Croft  Maternity  Home  was  a Municipal  Home  and  had  238  confinements 
in  1947.  44  applicants  could  not  be  admitted  because  the  beds  were 

fully  booked. 

The  community  care  of  old  people  at  one  end  of  the  scale  and  the  Family 
Planning  Clinics  at  the  other,  were  just  ideas  in  1947,  which  had  become 
very  successful  realities  by  1972. 
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Chanqes  which 

have  occurred  in 

the  last  25  years 

1947 

1972 

Population 

36,600 

48,600 

Houses 

10,000 

18,000 

Live  Births 

800 

936 

Deaths  under  1 year 

44 

19 

Infantile  Mortality  per 

1,000  births. 55 

20 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England 

& Wales.  41 

17 

Death  Rate 

12.36 

11.6 

Tuberculosis  Deaths 

19 

0 

Cancer  Deaths 

70 

67 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles 

616 

36 

Whooping  Cough 

Not  Notified  74 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

3 

Polio 

5 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

0 

Tuberculosis 

28 

3 

Immunisations. 

Against  Diphtheria  & 

Whooping  Cough 

489 

Diphtheria , Tetanus , 
'Whooping  Cough 

935  Primary 

639  Reinforcing 
doses 

Polio 

0 

975  primary 

613  reinforcements 

German  Measles 

0 

598  Immunisations, 

Measles 

0 

92 

Tuberculosis 

0 

1,151 

POPULATION 


There  is  an  increase  to  a total  now  of  48,670  inhabitants  of  the 
borough. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  19.2  per  1000  persons,  and  is  above  the  national 
rate  of  14.8 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  1*1  compares  unfavourably  with 

17.0  which  is  the  National  Rate. 

There  were  60  illegitimate  births. 

The  Death  Rate  of  11,6  is  lower  than  the  National  Death  Rate  of 

12.1  44  men  died  from  Cancer  19  of  these  being  cancer  of  the  lung 
with  which  cigarette  smoking  is  so  definitely  associated. 

HOUSING 

The  demolition  and  replacement  of  old  worn  out  houses  is  fully 
dealt  with  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report  on  Page  26  & 27 

HOUSES  BUILT 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  390 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Local  Authority  72 

Total  number  of  Corporation  houses  in  the  Borough 

at  31.12.72  4,850 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting  list 
at  1.1.72  ...  ...  418 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting  list 
at  31.12.72.  527 

The  total  number  of  corporation  houses  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year  1972  was  72  in  the  following  types s- 

1 bedroom  flats  & bed  sitters...  72 

Number  of  houses  vacated  and  re-let  during  1972  232 

Number  of  Aged  Persons  Units  built  up  to  21.12.72  ...  940 

ALL  AGED  PERSONS  UNITS  ARE  NOW  COVERED  BY  WARDENS. 

The  weekly  inclusive  rents  for  Corporation  dwellings  ranged 
between  £2.84  for  pre-war  Aged  Persons  bungalows ,£8.20  3-bedroomed  house 
with  garage  and  central  heating.  (Offmore  Farm). 

One-bedroomed  premises  are  most  useful  for  the  aged,  for  people 
living  alone  and  even  for  childless  married  couples. 

For  the  increasing  number  of  old  people  it  will  be  most  useful  to 
have  a large  number  of  one-bedroomed  flatlets,  grouped  round  common 
sitting  rooms,  centrally  heated  and  with  a Resident  Warden.  Purcell 
House  on  the  Habberley  Estate  is  the  first  of  the  old  peoples  residences 
to  be  completed  and  has  41  separate  units,  centrally  heated  and  with 
Resident  Warden. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION, 

Being  so  favourably  situated,  Kidderminster  should  enjoy  a fresh 
clean  atmosphere  unpolluted  by  any  surrounding  towns. 

It  has  not  yet  achieved  any  smoke  restricted  zones  and  in  the 
absence  of  anti-pollution  laws,  many  people  suffer  from  their  own 
and  neighbour's  filthy  domestic  chimneys  or  garden  refuse  bonfires. 

A further  note  on  Atmospheric  Pollution  will  be  found  on  Page  36 
WATER  SUPPLY 

There  has  been  an  adequate  supply  of  water  pumped  from  deep  wells 
and  augmented  from  the  Birmingham  source  of  water  in  the  Elan  Valley. 
The  water  has  always  proved  to  be  of  excellent  quality  although  totally 
lacking  in  Fluoride  which  is  essential  for  building  decay-resistant 
teeth.  Until  the  community  insists  on  sufficient  fluoride  being 
added  to  the  water  supply,  it  will  continue  to  suffer  the  enormous 
amount  of  dental  decay  now  found  all  over  the  town. 

GENERAL  HEALTH. 

Dental  decay  is  the  chief  preventable  condition  in  mothers  and 
children  who  are  generally  very  healthy. 

Older  people,  especially  men  are  more  liable  to  suffer  from 
increasing  bronchitis,  coronary  thrombosis  and  lung  cancer  often 
brought  about  by  heavy  cigarette  smoking. 

There  were  31,649  lung  cancer  deaths  in  England  & Wales  5,895 
of  which  occurred  in  Women. 

Throughout  the  Country  chest  illness  and  coronary  thrombosis 
continue  to  take  an  ever  increasing  toll  of  middle  aged  people.  The 
association  of  cigarette  smoking  and  these  illnesses  has  been 
publicised  frequently  and  cigarette  companies  print  the  following 
notice  on  cigarette  packets s- 

"Smoking  can  damage  your  health". 

This  measure  is  worse  than  useless,  its  impact  on  the  public  is 
negligible.  It  has  enabled  the  government  to  postpone  banning  all 
tobacco  advertisement,  the  only  measure  strong  enough  to  stop  young 
people  from  beginning  to  smoke. 

Each  year  £52  million  pound  is  spent  on  tobacco  advertising  in  the 
certainty  of  persuading  the  rising  generation  to  smoke. 

The  success  of  these  advertisements  will  be  shown  by  the  increasing 
number  of  patients  attending  chest  and  heart  hospitals  as  the  years 
pass  by  and  these  patients  will  be  the  people  who  are  now  our  children. 
Are  we  going  to  help  them  NOW  or  wait  until  it  is  too  late,  as  it 
already  is  for  the  tens  of  thousands  who  will  die  prematurely  of 
tobacco  induced  diseases  this  year? 
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DEATHS  IN  1971 


Total 


Causes  (See  also  Page  13  ) 


549 


Heart  and  Circulatory 
Intracranial  Haemhorrage  (Stroke) 
Cancer  other  than  lung 
Respiratory  - Pneumonia  and 
bronchitis 
Lung  Cancer 


217 

86 

44 


43 

23 


During  the  last  20  years  the  average  expectation  of  life  has 
increased  from  64  - 68  for  men  and  from  69  - 74  for  women.  We  do  not 
know  what  causes  this  difference  in  expectation  of  life  between  the 
sexes. 

The  ages  at  which  resident  deaths  have  taken  place  during  1971  are 
as  follows s- 


Under  4 weeks 
4 weeks  and  under  1 year 
Between  1 and  4 years 


12 

7 

4 

2 

2 

1 

10 

25 

70 

160 

256 


5 and  14  years 
15  and  24  years 
25  and  34  years 
35  and  44  years 
45  and  54  years 
55  and  64  years 
65  and  74  years 


75  years  and  upwards 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE . 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1.  Enteritis  & Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

3 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc* 

2 

2 

3.  M Oesophagus. 

1 

4 

4.  " Stomach. 

4 

1 

5.  " Intestine. 

4 

9 

6.  " Larynx. 

, 1 

■f 

7.  " Lung,  Bronchus. 

19 

4 

8.  " Breast. 

- 

16 

9.  " Uterus. 

- 

3 

10.  " Prostate. 

2 

- 

11.  Leukaemia. 

2 

4 

12.  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms. 

11 

16 

13.  Benign  & Unspecified  Neoplasms. 

1 

- 

14.  Diabetes  Mellitus. 

3 

4 

15.  Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases. 

1 

2 

16.  Amaemias. 

1 

- 

17.  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System. 

3 

- 

18,.  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease. 

- 

2 

19.  Hypertensive  Disease. 

6 

4 

20.  Ischaemic  Heart.  Disease. 

101 

52 

21.  Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease. 

14 

38 

22.  Cerebrovascular  Disease. 

40 

46 

23.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

11 

7 

24.  Influenza. 

1 

1 

25.  Pneumonia. 

4 

10 

26.  Bronchitis  & Emphysema. 

20 

9 

27.  Asthma. 

2 

- 

28.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

7 

3 

29.  Peptic  Ulcer. 

- 

1 

30.  Appendicitis. 

- 

1 

31.  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia. 

2 

- 

32.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

- 

1 

33.  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

5 

3 

34.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

3 

- 

35.  Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System. 

1 

1 

36.  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System. 

- 

2 

37.  Congenital  Anomalies. 

1 

2 

38.  Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality. 

8 

2 

39.  Symptoms  & Illdefined  Conditions. 

1 

- 

40.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

3 

- 

41.  All  Other  Accidents. 

4 

7 

42.  All  other  External  Causes. 

1 

293 

256 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES. 

Preventive  Measures* 

Diphtheria 

935  primary  immunisations  were  completed  and  639  reinforcing 
injections  were  given. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

975  primary  immunisations  were  completed  and  613  reinforcing 
doses  were  given  orally. 

German  Measles. 

565  injections  were  given.  Vaccination  was  offered  and  accepted  by 
598  12  year  school  girls  in  the  area,  some  of  the  injections  being 

given  by  the  family  doctor. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Borough  every  Monday 
from  2-30  p.m.  to  4-00  p.m,  to  examine  ante-natal  patients,  patients 
referred  by  general  practitioners  and  other  members  of  the  public. 
B.C.G. innoculation  was  offered  to  the  13  year  and  older  children  and 
was  accepted  by  1,151  children. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971. 


Diseases. 

Total  cases  notified. 

Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

NIL 

Pneumonia 

NIL 

14 

Measles 

36 

NIL 

Infective  Hepatitis 

4 

NIL 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  2 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1 case  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified.  No  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Year 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

1962 

17  - 

3 

1 

NIL 

1963 

15 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

1964 

9 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

1965 

8 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

1966  - 

7 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

1967 

12 

NIL 

2 

NIL 

1968 

6 

3 

8 

1 

1969 

12 

1 

2 

NIL 

1970 

2 

1 

2 

NIL 

1971 

2 

NIL 

1 

NIL 

1972 

4 

NIL 

2 

NIL 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

These  services  are  the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  and  are  discussed  in  the  County  Medical  Officer's  Report. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  standing  arrangements  with  the  County  Analyst  have  remained 
in  force.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester,  is  available  for 
examination  of  medical  specimens. 

The  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Borough  also  use  the  Laboratory 
at  the  General  Hospital. 

CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 

The  housing  of  old  people  is  a prime  essential  and  is  discussed 
on  Page  10. 

The  local  housing  authority  has  some  responsibility  for  providing 
accommodation  for  old  people  well  enough  to  look  after  themselves,  and 
the  county  authority  has  responsibility  for  providing  homes  and  wardens 
where  infirmity  makes  it  difficult  or  impossible  for  an  old  person  to 
live  alone. 

In  addition  there  are  voluntary  organisations  to  help  old  people 
e.g.  The  Kidderminster  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  Old  People, 

The  Abbeyfield  House  Association,  Meals  on  Wheels  organised  by 
W.R.V.S.,  and  many  others  giving  excellent  help. 

More  people  are  living  to  old  age  and  will  require  more  home 
supportive  services  e.g.  home  helps,  district  nurses,  bathing 
attendants,  laundry  facilities,  chiropody,  short  stay  convalescent 

homes  etc. 

DAY  CENTRE  - Castle  Road. 

The  Day  Centre  for  Old  People  in  Castle  Road,  where  a luncheon 
club  and  other  activities  to  help  the  Senior  citizen  are  being 
organised  by  the  Kidderminster  Association ■ for  the  Welfare  of  Old 
People,  the  W.R.V.S.  , many  voluntry  groups  in  the  town, and  also 
helped  directly  by  the  Borough  Council  and  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council  is  a great  success. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

The  agreement  made  between  the  Borough  and  the  Mid-Worcestershire 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  whereby  for  an  annual  payment  the 
Borough  use  the  Kidderminster  General  Hospital's  Mortuary,  continued 
to  work  satisfactorily. 
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HEALTH  INFORMATION. 

The  community  provides  the  facilities  for  healthy  living,  but  unless 
people  use  what  they  have  correctly,  they  will  not  enjoy  good  health  to 
the  full. 

When  rules  for  the  preparation  and  storage  of  food  are  broken,  there 
is  a health  risk. 

When  ventilation  systems  are  improperly  used,  danger  can  occur.  When 
garbage  is  thrown  about,  vermin  increase  with  consequent  risk  to  both 
finance  and  health. 

On  these  and  many  other  subjects  all  members  of  the  Health  Department 
are  constantly  giving  information,  which  is  sometimes  ignored  to  the 
detriment  of  those  advised. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic 

Situation  and  time  of 

Session. 

Provided 

by 

Maternity  and 

Holy  Innocents'  Hall,  Foley  Park  - 

County 

Child  Welfare 

Monday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Council 

Centres 

St. Oswalds  Church  Hall,  Broadwaters  - 
Mondays  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Birchen  Coppice  Church  Hall  - 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Franche  Child  Health  Centre  - 
Monday  & Tuesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 
Health  Centre  -Bromsgrove  St. 

Thursday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Comber ton  Church  Hall  - 
Tuesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Habberley  Church  Hall  - 
Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Tuberculosis 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional 

Wednesday  10.30  a.m.  and  3“0  p.m. 

Hospital 

Thursday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Board. 

Consultative 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 

Regional 

Ante-Natal 

Weekly,  Wednesday  11.0  a.m. 

Hospital 

Clinic. 

Board. 

Family  Planning 

Health  Centre,  Bromsgrove  St. 

County 

Clinic. 

Wednesday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 

Tuesday  3-30  p.m.  to  7-0  p.m. 

Council. 

Chiropody 

Monday  morning  and  afternoon 

County 

Service. 

every  other  Tuesday  morning 
every  Tuesday  afternoon 

Wednesday  morning  & afternoon  and 
Thursday  morning  & afternoon. 

Friday  morning  & afternoon. 

Council. 

Cytology 

Health  Centre,  Bromsgrove  St. 

County 

Clinic. 

By  appointment. 

Council. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

C H I E F P UBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1972. 

The  production  of  an  Annual  Report  at  this  time  is  particularly 
difficult  as  the  Department  is  heavily  engaged  in  work  associated 
with  the  forthcoming  reorganisation  of  Local  Government.  For  this 
reason  the  Report  is  restricted  largely  to  statistics  and  narrative 
matter  is  kept  to  a minimum. 

The  long  overdue  appointment  of  a specialist  inspector  to  .operate 
in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  was  made  and  the  Inspector  commenced 
his  duties  on  1st  April.  A considerable  backlog  of  food  hygiene  work 
had  built  up  by  this  time  and  in  the  first  instance  premises  with  a 
high  risk  use  were  concentrated  upon.  It  will  be  many  months  before 
all  food  premises  have  been  inspected  and  brought  up  to  the  required 
standard. 

Due  to  personal  reasons,  the  pupil,  Mr.L.J.  Turner  resigned  at 
the  end  of  his  first  year  and  he  was  replaced  by  Miss.D.Embleton. 

Mr.  F.  James  was  appointed  to  the  newly  created  post  of  Pest 
Officer  in  September. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
given  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  all  the  Chief  Officers  and  Heads  of  Departments  of  the  Council, 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Jones  the  County  Analyst  and 
Dr.  R.J.  Henderson  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and 
finally  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  loyalty  and  hard  work  of 
my  staff  without  whom  this  report  would  not  have  been  possible. 


J.  WHITTINGSLCW. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


Again  the  year  saw  a further  reduction  in  the  number  of  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough.  Yet  another  small  private  slaughterhouse  was 
closed  leaving  the  Borough  with  three  as  against  eight  four  years  ago. 

During  the  year  the  largest  private  slaughterhouse  which  had  in 
previous  years  exported  small  amounts  of  meat  began  exporting  in  ever 
increasing  quantities  until  by  the  end  of  the  year  this  field  became 
the  major  part  of  it*s  business. 

Export  slaughtering  poses  particular  problems*  Invariably  orders, 
which  are  generally  large,  have  to  be  fulfilled  within  a minimum  period 
which  places  a heavy  burden  on  men  and  equipment.  The  slaughterhouse 
rapidly  becomes  congested  and  facilities  overloaded  to  such  an  extent 
that  a continual  struggle  is  necessary  to  maintain  hygienic  standards. 

It  would  appear  that  some  measure  to  control  the  throughput  is  necessary. 

THE  MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  1963 

All  animals  were  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  as  soon  as 
possible  thereafter  and  all  meat  and  offal  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  destroyed  or  used  for  non  edible  purposes. 

THE  MEAT  INSPECTION  (AMENDMENT)  REGULATIONS  1966 

These  regulations  give  local  authorities  power  to  control  the  days 
and  hours  during  which  slaughtering  may  take  place  so  as  to  assist  in 
maintaining  full  and  effective  meat  inspection. 

During  the  year  an  alteration  to  the  permitted  hours  of  slaughter 
was  negotiated  with  one  of  the  slaughterhouse  owners.  Originally  it 
had  been  agreed  that  slaughter  of  animals  could  take  place  on  Sundays 
in  the  summer  months.  It  was,  however,  considered  that  this  was  no 
longer  necessary  and  it  was  agreed  that  Sunday  slaughtering  should  cease. 


MEAT  AND  EDIBLE  OFFAL  CONDEMNED 


DISEASE 

TONS 

CWTS 

LBS 

Parasitic  Cysts 

3 

1 

55 

Pyogenic  Abscesses 

2 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis,  Distomatosis 

2 

0 

54 

Emaciation  & Oedema 

1 

18 

44 

Pleurisy,  Peritonitis  & Pericarditis 

1 

6 

39 

Necrosis 

1 

4 

14 

Moribund  &" Imperfect  Bleeding 

1 

2 

103 

Pyaemia 

1 

2 

80 

Septicaemia 

1 

2 

4 

Arthritis 

1 

0 

83 

Septic  Peritonitis 

14 

86 

Tuberculosis 

12 

13 

Injury  •&  Bruising 

11 

34 

' Septic  'Metritis 

6 

28 

Angiomatosis 

5 

81 

J ohne ' s Disease 

5 

30 

Nephritis 

4 

76 

Toxaemia 

2 

94 

Septic  Pnuemonia 

2 

62 

Contamination 

1 

98 

Lymphatic  Leukaemia 

1 

94 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

1 

32 

Septic  Arthritis 

1 

10 

Hydatid  Cysts 

1 

6 

Uraemia 

1 

00 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

00 

Actinobacillosis 

no 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

84 

Melanosis 

48 

Mastitis 

48 

Jaundice 

48 

Anaemia 

47 

Xanthosis 

46 

Actinomycosis 

30 

i 



Total  weight  condemned  - 20  tons.  0 cwts.  3 lbs 
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CARCASES,  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lamps 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

5,397 

346 

30 

50,537 

16,538 

Number  inspected 

5,397 

346 

30 

50,537 

16,538 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  ar 

id  CYSTICERCI 

4 

52 

131 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1,260 

125 

- 

4,751 

1,792 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

23.  3 

38.4 

13 

9.5 

10.1 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

— 

.. 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  pdrt.or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

141 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.9 

CYST  ICER  CUB  BOV  IS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Cysticercus  Bovis 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 

1974  lbs  Miscellaneous  Frozen  Foods 
1757  lbs  Other  Mi seel laneous  Foods 


2991  lbs  Chickens 
870  lbs  Turkeys 
125  lbs  Prunes 
66  lbs  Pork  Shoulder 


36  lbs  Corned  Beef 
22  lbs  Fish 
12  lbs  Ham 

10  lbs  Jellied  Eels  & Cockles 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  other  than 
fresh  meat  condemned  3 

Summary 

Total  weight  (Meat  & Other  Foods) condemned  23. 
Total  weight  (Meat)  condemned  20. 


c. 

Lbs 

11 

11 

11. 

14 

0. 

3 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

One  of  the  principal  requirements  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure 
that  persons  engaged  in  the  slaughtering  of  food  animals  hold  a 
licence  and  these  licences  specify  the  kind  of  animals  which  may  be 
slaughtered  and  the  types  of  instruments  to  be  used.  The  licences 
are  for  periods  of  12  months  and  require  renewal  at  the  end  of  that 
time.  Persons  holding  such  licences  must  be  over  18  years  of  age 
and  competent  to  discharge  their  duties. 


Number  of  Licences  in  force  - 23 

No  Ritual  Slaughter  took  place  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

ICE  - CREAM.  Registration  of  Premises. 


The  number  of  premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  manufactured, 
stored  or  sold  is  as  follows s- 

Manufacturers  (Complete  cold  mix  only)  1 

Sales  and  storage  of  wrapped  ice-cream  only  165 

Sale  and  storage  of  wrapped  and  bulk  ice-Cream  8 

These  figures  do  not  include  cafes  which  may  sell  ice-cream 
without  the  need  to  register. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  most 
of  the  Ice-Cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  large  manufacturers 
whose  premises  are  outside  our  district.  This  is  achieved  mainly  by 
either  bulk  deliveries  to  retail  shops  and  stores  or  by  retail  vans. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


SAMPLING 


ROUTINE  SAMPLES  FOR  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


The  number  and  distribution  of  routine  samples  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  during  the  year  was  as  follows s- 

Nature  of  Samples  Number  Taken  Nature  of  Samples  Number  Taken 


Butter  1 

Buttermilk  1 

Fish  Cakes  2 

Meat  Products  (canned) 
Chopped  Pork  2 

Corned  Beef  2 

Lamb  Tongues  1 

Luncheon  Meat  3 

Meat  3 

Meat  in  Gravy  1 

Meat  in  Jelly  4 

Meat  Paste,  Spread  2 

Meat  Roll  2 

Meat  & Vegetables 

with  Gravy  1 

Meat  Roll  with 

Stuffing  1 


Meat  Products  (Open 
Pack)  Beefburgers  9 

Beef  Sizzles  1 

Chicken  Fritters  1 

Chicken  Rissoles  1 

Faggots  8 

Meat  & Vegetable  Pasties  5 

Meat  & Vegetable  Pies  1 

Meat  Pies  8 

Meat  Rissoles  1 

Porkburgers  1 

Milks  30 

Milk  UHT  1 

Puddings  Canned  1 

Sausage,  Beef  2 

Sausage,  Pork  31 

Stuffing  Mix  1 

Yoghourt  12 


Total  No.  of  Samples  - 140 

Of  these  140  samples  132  proved  satisfactory.  The  eight  samples 
in  which  some  irregularity  was  detected  are  detailed  over  s- 
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S ample 
No. 

Mature  of 
Sample 

Deficiency 

Action  Taken 

238 

Pork  Sausage 

Slightly  deficient 
in  meat  content 

Formal  sample 
genuine 

240 

Steak  & Kidney 
Pie 

Deficient  in  meat 
content 

Formal  sample  not 
practicable  but 
manufacturer  warned 

251 

Pork  Sausage 

Slightly  deficient 
in  meat  content 

Formal  sample 
ge nuine 

290 

School  Milk 

Extraneous  water 
content 

Fault  eliminated. 
Repeat  sample 
genuine 

297 

Pork  Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
content 

Formal  sample 
genuine 

319 

Pork  Sausage 

Deficient  in  meat 
.content 

Repeat  sample 
genuine 

395 

Beefburgers 

Deficient  in  meat 
content 

Manufacturer 
ceased  trading 

397 

Beefburgers 

1 

Deficient  in  meat 
content 

Formal  sample 
genuine. 

In  addition  to  these  routine  samples  37  other  samples  of  food 
were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination  in  conjunction 
with  complaints  from  members  of  the  public,  a resume  of  which  is 
given  on  Page  25  of  this  report. 

Samples  of  English  breast  of  lamb  and  English  butter  were  also 
submitted  for  analysis  in  cooperation  with  other  authorities  carrying 
out  a national  survey  into  pesticide  residues  in  fo^d.  They  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Reports  in  the  national  newspapers  followed  the  discovery  by  a 
Bristol  Public  Health  Officer  of  poisonous  beans  in  an  imported  necklace. 
Following  these  National  reports  we  received  a number  of  enquiries  from 
the  public  mainly  via  the  police  regarding  necklaces  and  other  items 
containing  beads  similar  to  those  described.  We  received  a total  of  8 
such  items  which  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination. 

Of  these  4 were  found  to  include  the  poisonous  beans  ABRUS  PRECATORIS 
(Jequirity  bean)  and  of  these  one  also  contained  RICINOS  COMMUNIC 
(Castor  bean).  With  the  owners'  permission  these  were  destroyed. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES 

Examination  of  Milk 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  during  the 
year  and  the  results  of  the  statutory  tests  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratorys- 


Type  of 

No 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Milk 

Test 

Test 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Pasteurised 

__ 

07 

56 

1 

57 

Sterilised 

3 

*■ 

•• 

8 

Tbu  single  failure  of  the  methylene  blue  test  was  an  isolated 
instance  and  the  dairy  concerned  was  warned  informally. 

EXAMINATION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 

A few  other  items  were  bacteriologically  examined  during  the  year 


with  the  following  results :- 

Commodity 

No. of  Sandies 

Results 

Yoghourts 

2 

Satisfactory 

Ice  Cream 

1 

Satisfactory 

Liver  Pate 

1 

Satisfactory 

WATER  SAMPLES 

Under  the  joint  arrangement  with  the  Water  Board,  the  following 
samples  have  been  taken.  The  results  indicated  that  the  water  was 
satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  46 
Chemical  8 
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THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  licences  were  in  force 


Pasteurised  Milk 

Processing  Plants 

milk) 

1 

Dealers  (prepacked 

40 

Sterilised  Milk 

Processing  Plants 

milk) 

1 

Dealers  (prepacked 

51 

Ultr-Heat  Treated  (U.H.T.) 

milk) 

Milk 

Dealers  (prepacked 

21 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959 

Number  of  Distributors  registered  7 

Number  of  Dairy  Premises  registered  2 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

We  have  received  some  76  complaints  from  members  of  the  public 
regarding  purchased  items  of  food  during  the  year.  Five  of  these 
were  purchased  outside  the  Borough  and  were  hence  referred  to  the 
local  authorities  concerned  and  in  one  particularly  bad  case  of  an 
Easter  Egg  which  had  been  gnawed  by  rodents  a successful  prosecution 
was  taken  by  Birmingham  Corporation  resulting  in  a fine  of  £50 
being  imposed  on  the  retailer  involved. 

In  dealing  with  the  complaints  which  concerned  food  purchased 
in  the  Borough  we  were  unable  to  substantiate  the  complaint  in  17  cases. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  the  complaints  were  malicious  in  nature  but 
simply  that  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to  support  them. 

Of  the  54  cases  which  we  were  able  to  substantiate  only  9 cases 
showed  such  a degree  of  culpability  with  the  evidence  to  prove  it 
that  formal  action  was  needed  and  the  Council  prosecuted  successfully 
on  7 of  these*  the  other  two  cases  being  dealt  with  by  formal  warning 
letters.  In  the  other  substantiated  cases  an  informal  warning  was 
given. 

Whilst  the  number  of  resultant  prosecutions  is  small  in 
comparison  to  the  very  time  consuming  investigations  carried  out, 
the  other  less  obvious  results  in  improved  manufacturing,  storing 
and  retailing  techniques  continue  to  make  this  activity  immensely 
worthwhile. 

DATE  CODING 

I commented  on  the  problems  of  the  sale  of  out  of  date  stock 
in  my  previous  annual  report.  This  continues  to  be  a problem  and 
one  of  the  main  contributory  factors,  in  addition  to  the  retailers 
lack  of  effort,  is  the  cryptic  and  varied  nature  of  many  of  the  codes 
used  by  manufacturers  to  denote  the  date  of  production  or  expiry 
of  the  shelf  life  of  a food  item. 

I am  pleased  to  report  however  that  this  is  one  aspect  of 
the  problem  which  should  disappear  in  the  not  too  distant  future 
when  the  Government  introduce  their  proposed  legislation  which  should 
ensure  that  all  perishables  are  stamped  with  an  open  date. 
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These  proposals  have  already  resulted  in  some  improvements  as 
some  manufacturers  have  in  anticipation  of  the  Government's  action  started 
to  experiment  with  much  clearer  and  more  uniform  codes  and  an  increasing 
number  of  our  more  enlightened  retailers  and  manufacturers  are  actually 
marking  items  with  an  open  "sell  by"  date. 

SUMMARY  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  various  categories  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  are  as 
follows:- 

TRADE  NO. OF  PREMISES. 


Bakehouses 

4 

Butchers 

31 

Cafes , Restaurants 

28 

Confectioners 

6 

Fish  & Chip  Shops 

16 

Greengrocers 

19 

Grocers,  General  Stores 

107 

Industrial  Canteens 

26 

Licensed  Premises  (inc.  Clubs) 

96 

Meat  Product  Manufacturers 
and  Processors 

22 

Multiple  Stores 

10 

School  Canteens 

20 

Sugar  Confectioners 

15 

Wholesale  Warehouses. 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

3 

Retail  Markets 

2 

Total  No. of  Premises. 410 


HOUSING  ACT  1957 

Two  small  areas  consisting  of  33  unfit  houses  weie  officially 
represented  during  the  year,  in  pursuance  of  Section  157  and  were 
declared  clearance  areas. 
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HOUSING  ACT , 1969. 

During  the  year  owners  of  tenanted  houses  again  made  use  of  the 
procedure  whereby  they  could  obtain  a fair  rent  for  the  property  if 
it  fulfilled  certain  conditions  concerning  amenities  and  repair.  Every 
application  for  a Qualification  Certificate  necessitated  the  inspection 
of  the  property  concerned  and  in  most  cases  the  enforcement  of  repairs 
necessary  to  bring  the  property  up  to  the  standard  required.  This 
Act  was  superceded  in  August  by  the  Housing  Finance  Act  1972. 

The  continued  increase  in  the  improvement  of  individual  houses 
whilst  laudable  in  itself  provides  only  part  of  the  answer  to  the 
housing  problem.  Greater  emphasis  must  in  future  be  placed  on  the 
improvement  and  upgrading  of  whole  areas  - the  houses  and.  the 
environment.  The  effort  and  resources  so  devoted  provide  a much 
better  return  and  the  remaining  useful  life  of  whole  residential 


areas  is  extended  by  many  years. 

( a)  Action  under  Housing  Act,  1957. 

No.  of  houses  represented  for  Demolition  Orders.  2 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  2 

No.  of  houses  represented,  for  Closing  Orders  2 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  (whole  houses)  2 

Undertakings  not  to  use  house  accepted  1 

No.  of  houses  represented.  Clearance  Area  33 

No.  of  houses  actually  demolished  during  year  57 

No.  of  persons  displaced  274 

( b)  Action  under  Housing  Act,  1969  & Housing  Finance  Act  1972. 

No.  of  applications  for  Qualification'  Certificates  (Section 
44  (i)  ) 14 

No.  of  Certificates  issued  15 

No.  of  applications  under  consideration  at  end  of 
year  17 

No.  of  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates 
(Section  44  (ii)  ) 27 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval  issued  26 
No.  of  Qualif icationr Certificates  issued  14 

No.  of  Repair  Schedules  issued  in  connection  with 
applications  for  Improvement  Grants  156 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

An  application  for  a Nuisance  Order  was  made  against  one  owner 


for  failing  to  comply  with  a Notice  to  Abate  a Nuisance.  The  nuisance 
was  abated  by  the  date  of  hearing  and  the  application  was  withdrawn. 


Action  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  Owners.  ; 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  64 

After  formal  action  by  Local  Authority  12 

Preliminary  Notices  served  54 

Intimation  letters  sent  20 

Statutory  Notices  served  11 
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RENT  ACT  1957. 

There  was  no  activity  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  INTERVIEWS 

AND  OTHER  VISITS. 


Qualification  Certificates  ...  ... 

Civic  Amenities  Act  (Abandoned  Vehicles) 
House  Inspections  (Public  Health  and  Hous 
Drain  Testing  ...  ...  ... 

Interview  with  Owner  or  Builder  ... 

Enquiry  Inspections  ...  ...  ... 

Improvements  Grant  Inspections  ... 

Common  Lodging  House  Visits  ... 

Rodent  Control  (Other  than  by  operators) 
Refuse  Collection  & Disposal  ... 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ... 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection) 
Private  Slaughterhouses  (Construction) 
Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ... 

Retail  Food  Shops  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  ... 

Tinned  Food  and  other  articles  of  food  ex 

Food  & Drugs  Sampling ... 

Interview  in  Office  with  owners,  builders 
Other  complaints  and  miscellaneous  visits 
Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  Air  Act) 
Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act 
Tents,  Vans  & Sheds  (Human  occupation) 
Markets  & Stalls 
Noise  ... 

Factory  Act  • . . 

Licensed  Premises 
Mobile  Vehicles 
Water  Supply  . . . 

Food  Complaints 
Offensive  Trades 
Pet  Animals  Act 


mg  Acts 


• • 
• • 

• • 

• • 
• • 

• • 

• # 
• # 
• • 


• • 

amination 

• • 
etc 

• • 

• • 

• # 

• ♦ 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


68 

318 

579 

14 

69 

13 

209 
2 

21 

362 

30 

863 

5 

41 

66 

7 

102 

58 

210 
1,316 

98 

653 

4 

23 

12 

1 

19 

7 

12 

77 

1 

9 
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MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Summary  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  following  cases 
during  the  year. 


Nature  of  Offence 

Enactment  Contravened 

Result 

Selling  a fruit  pie  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
Section  8. 

Fined  £20 
plus  £5  costs 

Selling  a packet  of  bacon 
containing  a fly  - not  of 
the  substance  demanded. 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
Section  2. 

Fined  £10  plus 
£5  costs. 

Selling  a Mouldy  apple  pie 
not  of  the  quality  demanded 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
Section  2. 

Fined  £15  plus 
£5  costs. 

Selling  a mouldy  pork 
pie  - not  of  the  quality 
demanded. 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
Section  2. 

Fined  £20  plus 
£5  costs. 

Failure  to  comply  with 
riotice  to  abate  a nuisance 

1 

1 

Public  Health  Act  1936 
Sections  92-100 

! 

Withdrawn  on 
abatement  of 
nuisance. 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES,  CLOTHING  ETC,, 

The  Department  is  called  upon  for  help  in  the  eradication 
of  insects  with  many  requests  of  a varied  nature.  Help  is  given 
whenever  possible.  Disinfestation  against  the  more  common  house 
pests,  viz:  bed  bugs  and  fleas  and  treatments  to  control  wasps  and 
ants  being  the  main  activity. 

In  these  cases  the  spraying  of  infested  premises,  furniture 
and  other  fittings  with  an  insecticide  which  contains  both  "knock- 
down" and  "residual"  properties  is  the  method  usually  applied, 
sometimes  supplemented  with  gaseous  fumigation.  Where  possible 
such  fittings  as  picture  rails,  skirting  boards,  architraves  and 
wall  paper  are  removed  so  as  the  facilitate  the  work. 


Number  of  disinfestations  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority:- 

Bedbugs  3 Fleas  1 Cockroaches  3 

Flies  1 Ants  20  Wasps  12 

Earwigs 


Silverf ish 


1 


2 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  registered,  that  of  a Gut 
Scraper. 

MORTUARY 

The  arrangements  with  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board 
by  which  the  mortuary  facilities  at  the  Kidderminster  General  Hospital 
were  made  available  for  the  reception  of  bodies  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  taken  to  the  Council’s  own  mortuary  continued  during  the  year. 
148  bodies  (Coroner's  Cases)  were  received  under  these  arrangements. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act 

1961. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

PToqocuf.pd 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

7 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  ( l)  in  which  Sect- 
ion 7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority. 

206 

15 

- 

- 

(iii)Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

TOTAL 

213 

15 

- 

- 

Factories  Act,  1961  contd  .... 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions,  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases") . 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Mumber  of 
;ases  in  which 
Prosecutions 
/ve re  instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  By  H.M 
Inspect  Inspec 
-or.  -tor. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

3 

3 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temp- 

erature  ( S * 3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventil- 

ation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7) 

2 

2 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

- - 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

*■ 

* 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

*• 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) • 

TOTAL j 

5 

5 

- 

1 . - L 

OUTWORKERS . 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  three  employees 
resident  in  the  district.  They  were  engaged  in  (a)  altering 
wearing  apparel  (b)  assembling  pocket  folders  and  ( c)  manufacture 
of  brass  articles. 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  FESTS  ACT,  1949. 

A pest  control  officer  and  rodent  operative  are  employed 
who  in  addition  to  their  duties  related  to  rodent  control  also 
carry  out  the  work  of  disinfection  and  disinfestation.  The  work 
entailed  covers  private  houses,  business  premises,  refuse  disposal 
sites  and  main  sewers.  There  are  a few  cases  where  private  firms 
are  engaged  in  rodent  control  and  disinfestations. 

During  the  year  for  the  purposes  of  rodent  control  the  town 
was  divided  into  24  areas  with  the  intention  of  concentrating 
control  measures  on  two  areas  each  month  to  provide  an  overall 
coverage.  This  has  proved  most  effective  and  there  has  been  a 
noticeable  decrease  in  rodent  activity. 

Warfarin  resistant  mice  appear  to  be  on  the  increase.  Control, 
however, has  been  effectively  achieved  by  the  use  of  baits  containing 
alphachloralose. 

An  unusual  feature  has  been  the  appearance  of  pockets  of 
"Black  or  Ship  Rats"  throughout  the  town.  Nowadays  the  Black  Rat. 
is  restricted  mainly  to  areas  in  and  around  sea  ports  and  it  is 
thought  that  they  may  have  been  introduced  to  the  district  along 
with  building  materials  brought  directly  from  the  ports.  Fortunately, 
however,  these  do  not  present  any  particular  control  problems. 


Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

No.  of  properties  in  district 

20,186 

5 

No.  of  properties,  inspected  as 
a result  of  notification. 

822 

4 

Number  infested  by 

(a)  Rats 

198 

4 

(b)  Mice 

300 

1 

No.  of  properties  inspected 

for  reasons  other  than  notificatior 

1356 

10 

Number  infested  by 

(a)  Rats 

174 

3 

(b)  Mice 

100 

- 
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SEWER  TREATMENTS 


Number  of  manholes  poison  baited  197 

During  the  year  the  Council  again  employed  an  outside 
firm  to  treat  the  sewers  for  rats.  Manholes  at  which  rats  were 
known  to  be  active  were  treated  with  Fluoracetamide , one  visit 
to  each  manhole  being  all  that  is  necessary  with  this  method. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year  with  only  slight  disruption  at  Bank  Holiday  times.  There 
have  been  an  increasing  number  of  "missed"  bin  complaints  received 
throughout  the  year  but  investigations  have  not  revealed  any  common 
factor.  A closer  system  of  suoervision  may  have  to  be  adopted  in 
the  future. 

All  drivers  of  refuse  vehicles  must  now  be  holders  of  a 
Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  Licence.  Such  licence  holders  are  very  much 
in  demand  and  the  competition  for  their  services  is  such  that  I 
envisage  a serious  recruitment  problem  in  the  near  future. 

"The  Goods  Vehicles  (Plating  and  Testing)  (Amendment) 
Regulations  1972"  came  into  force  in  March  1972,  and  provided  for 
the  inclusion  in  the  plating  and  testing  scheme  of  Local  Authority 
Vehicles,  including  refuse  collection  vehicles,  which  were 
previously  exempt.  Whilst  this  has  meant  an  overall  improvement 
in  the  Department’s  vehicle  fleet  and  its  maintenance,  it  has  also 
meant  that  vehicles  have  been  off  the  road  for  longer  periods  than 
hitherto.  This  has  caused  some  problems  when  testing  periods 
have  coincided  with  breakdowns  in  other  vehicles. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  Plant  continues  to  work  satisfactorily, 
although  it  is  now  some  eight  years  old  and  it  should  be  realised 
that  maintenance  costs  are  now  likely  to  rise. 

Refuse  is  becoming  bulkier  each  year  and  it  is  apparent 
that  the  capacity  of  the  refuse  storage  hopper  will  soon  be 
inadequate.  There  is  fortunately,  room  for  expansion  and  it  may 
well  be  that  this  will  have  to  be  considered  shortly. 

The  Springfield  Lane  tipping  site  has  been  the  subject  of 
some  adverse  publicity  and  to  combat  the  nuisance  caused  by 
uncontrolled  tipping  the  department,  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  was  given  full  responsibility  for  the  tip.  A system  of 
controlled  tipping  was  immediately  introduced  and  this,  coupled 
with  the  appointment  of  a full  time  tip  attendant,  has  proved  most 
effective.  The  main  problem  since  has  been  the  continual  firing 
of  the  tip  by  vandals.  Unfortunately,  once  properly  alight  it  is 
a hazardous  and  expensive  operation  to  extinguish  these  fires  and 
nuisance  to  local  inhabitants  is  inevitable. 


Vehicles  and  Equipment 
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The  following  is  a list  of  vehicles  and  equipment  owned  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  under  review  ( apart  from  the  separation  and 
incineration  plant  itself). 

3 S.D.  Fore  and  Aft  container  bulk  loaders 
5 S.D.  Fore  and  Aft  Refuse  Freighters 
1 Morris  Van  for  salvage 
1 Morris  Van 

1 Massey  Ferguson  Mechanical  Shovel 
1 Metal  Baling  Press 
1 Elevator  for  loading  baled  paper 

1 Commer  metal  bodied  lorry  for  clinker  from  Plant  and  general  use 
1 Bedford  metal  bodied  lorry  for  clinker  from  Plant 

1 Power  X Chassis  Unit 

2 Scow  Containers 

COSTING 

+ The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage  for 
the  finance  year  1972/73  £113,040 

+ The  income  was  £9,177 

+ The  nett  costs  being  £103,863 

+ These  figures  do  not  include  administration  costs. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 


Loads  of  refuse  taken  to  incinerator..... 6,876 

Loads  of  refuse  taken  to  Broadwaters  Tip.. 358 

Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed 7,234 

Loads  of  salvage  removed  1,606 

Loads  of  destructor  waste  taken  to  tips  1,518 

RECORD  OF  SALVAGE  FCR  THE  YEAR  1972/1973 


The  weights  of  the  materials  which  were  segregated  and  sold  §s 
salvage  are  set  out  below. 


Materials 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£. 

Baled  Waste  Paper 

299 

- 

- 

3424. 14 

Baled  Destructor  Scrap 

391 

5 

2 

1703.  55 

Cullet 

119 

7 

3 

86.47 

Light  Scrap  Iron 

38 

15 

1 

58.17 

TOTAL: 

848 

8 

2 

5272.  33 
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OTHER  INCOME  . . 

Incineration  charges  ...  £670 

(1st  April  1972  to  31st  March  1973) 

Removal  of  Trade  Refuse  Charges  £2714 

(1st  April  1972  to  31st  March  1973 

DEPOSIT  OF  POISONOUS  WASTE  ACT,  1972 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  30th  March  1972.  It's 
purpose  was  to  penalise  the  depositing  on  land  of  noxious 
or  polluting  waste  so  as  to  give  rise  to  an  environmental 
hazard  and  to  make  offenders  liable  for  any  damage.  It  also 
required  the  giving  of  notices  in  connection  with  the  removal 
and  deposit  of  waste. 

The  department  was  given  responsibility  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act.  Fortunately  the  burden  was  considerably 
lightened  by  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  contaminated 
waste  is  removed  from  the  Borough  for  disposal  elsewhere. 

Only  one  firm  is  known  to  bring  waste  into  the  Kidderminster 
area  for  treatment  and  disposal. 


ABANDONED  VEHICLES 

Part  III  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967  placed  a duty 
upon  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with  abandoned  motor  vehicles. 
Arrangements  are  in  force  with  a local  car  breaker  who  removes 
the  vehicles  on  the  Authority's  behalf.  Where  the  owner  of  the 
vehicle  can  be  traced  he  becomes  liable  to  pay  a fee  of  £6  where 
removal  and  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

In  practice  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  trace  the  current 
owner.  Registration  numbers  are  frequently  removed  before  dumping, 
the  last  registered  owner  is  rarely  the  current  owner,  and  it  is 
quite  normal  for  the  ownership  to  change  three  or  four  times  in  the 
last  stages  of  a vehicle's  existence  without  any  notification  to 
the  appropriate  authority. 

No.  of  vehicles  removed  during  year: 

(a)  By  owners.  52 

(b)  By  Council  32 


CARAVANS 


There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough.  We  are, 
however,  still  faced  with  the  problem  of  nomadic  dwellers  invading 
vacant  pieces  of  land.  Your  Council's  Enforcement  Officer  is  evicting 
these  people  from  Council  owned  land  with  monotonous  regularity. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Chimney  Heights. 

In  2 instances  the  Department  was  asked  for  advice  on  the 
height  for  new  industrial  chimneys.  This  was  given  in  accordance  with 
the  memoranda  on  chimney  heights  issued  as  a guide  under  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956. 

New  Furnaces 

One  notification  of  the  installation  of  a new  industrial  furnace 
was  received. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Recording  apparatus 

An  8 port  volumetric  and  smoke  filter  apparatus  installed  in  the 
Church  Street  Offices  is  working  satisfactorily,  the  results  from  which 
are  passed  on  to  Warren  Spring  Laboratory. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963. 

The  Act  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  health,  safety  and  welfare 
of  workers  in  office,  shop  and  railway  premises.  It  came  into  operation 
on  August  1st  1964. 

Below  is  a synopsis  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act  during  1972. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  covered  by  the  Act  was  574. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  these  premises  totalled  4,148. 
comprising  1,624  males  and  2,524  females. 

A total  of  768  visits  of  all  types  was  made  to  premises  and  of  these 
399  were  general  inspections. 

14  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year  under  Section  48  of 
the  Act.  These  were  investigated  but  in  no  case  was  any  further  action 
necessary. 

During  the  399  general  inspections  a total  of  121  contraventions 
was  found  and  23  informal  letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  or  owners 
drawing  their  attention  to  these  matters  and  asking  that  steps  be  taken 
to  remedy  them.  In  one  instance  a temporary  exemption  from  the  require- 
ments of  Section  5 of  the  Act  which  relates  to  overcrowding  was  granted. 
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The  contraventions  were  as  follows ?- 


Cleanliness 

Section  4 

31 

Overcrowding 

It 

5 

NIL 

Temperature 

II 

6 

2 

Ventilation 

It 

7 

3 

Lighting 

II 

8 

5 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

St 

9 

23 

Washing  Facilities 

It 

10 

13 

Drinking  Water 

It 

11 

NIL 

Clothing  Accommodation 

It 

12 

NIL 

Eating  Facilities 

It 

15 

5 

Floor  and  Passages 

It 

16 

20 

Dangerous  Machinery 

It 

17 

2 

First  Aid 

It 

24 

5 

Employment  of  Persons  Order 
Hoists  & Lifts  Regulations 

It 

49 

2 

Information  for  Employees  Regulations 

Other  Matters 

4 

6 

PET  ANIMAL  ACT. 

This  Act  seeks  to  secure  that  the  offering  for  sale  of 
animals,  birds  and  fish  shall  be  on  suitable  premises  and  that 
they  shall  be  fed,  watered  and  protected  from  the  risk  of  fire. 

Number  of  licences  issued  for  such  premises  7 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT. 


There  are  no  animals  boarding  establishments  registered 
in  the  district. 
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